‘N Bl 'PE D W E M T IE E E e

DENVER

100 W. 14th Avenue Pkwy
Denver, CO 80204-2788

720-865-5000

MUSE UM DENVERARTMUSEUM.ORG

Drawing Fundamentals:
Seeing and Simplifying the World
Around You
Ruby Red Workshop
Thursdays, 1:30 - 4:00 pm

6-week session, October 15 — November 19, 2026
Educator: Behnaz Ahmadian, behnazahmadianart@gmail.com

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Students will explore the art of seeing and drawing in this 6-week hands-on
observational drawing class. They will learn how to break down everyday objects
into shapes to simplify the form, then add details to bring sketches to life. Using
a range of graphite pencils, students will discover how to create depth and
dimension through value, shading, and texture. By the end of the class, students
will gain a stronger understanding of form, light, shadow and composition, and
build confidence in their drawing skills.

Pricing:
Museum Friend: $240 / Member: $255 / Student: $255 / Non-Member: $300
*Students will purchase their own materials and should expect to spend $20-40.

Refund and Class Cancellation Policy:
The Denver Art Museum adheres to a no-refund, no-exchange policy. If you are
unable to attend, please consider your payment a tax-deductible donation.

If a class or workshop is cancelled by the Denver Art Museum due to inclement
weather or teacher illness, a make-up day will be scheduled on a later THURSDAY
as the educator’s schedule allows.

Accessibility Statement:
To request large print materials, a sign language interpreter, CART or any other
accessibility service, please email Access@DenverArtMuseum.org at least ten
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(10) business days in advance of the program. We will make every effort to
provide accommodation for requests made outside of that window of time.

Please see further information about accessibility, parking, and directions to the
DAM here: https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/accessibility

Materials:

Students must purchase their own materials and bring them to each class
session. The anticipated materials cost is $20-40. Additional materials will be
supplied.

The DAM partners with Denver-based Meininger Art Material to create class
materials kits that can be ordered online and picked up or shipped locally.
Students must pre-buy the kits online via the Meininger’s website before picking
up prior to the first day of class.

ltem Quantity | Suggested Link
@" x 12" sketch book 1 Top Spiral Bound 9"x12" Sketch
Book
Or
Up to youl!
Graphite drawing pencils 1set Steadtler Art Drawing Pencils-
Set of 12
Hi-polymer eraser 1-2 Pentel Hi-Polymer Block Eraser
Kneaded eraser 1-2 Faber-Castell Kneabable Eraser
Blending stump 1 pack Blending Stumps-Set of 12

What to Expect:

Students can expect a hands-on, supportive drawing experience. Each class will
begin with short demonstrations and warm-up exercises focused on
observational skills, graphite pencils, and understanding value. Students wiill
practice breaking subjects into simple shapes to simplify what they see, then
gradually add details, shading, and texture.

The class focuses on guided exercises and small studies rather than one finished
artwork, allowing students to build skills and confidence without pressure. The
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https://www.amazon.com/Pentel-Hi-Polymer-Block-Eraser-ZEH10BP3-K6/dp/B010CEFJRC/ref=sr_1_6?crid=3OMWJM5J76KS9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3IXIao-hTWGjppIpV5-gETaAxY4o04v9NMLLwBES7VmlpqdPSsGJFjjJ5LGDSjNUKhYre7e3Q4di_0XdOFiuBgt7y5EV88gJY5X8gPmCOCgVevrAGTEaKju_qslyo5aLNJW-TYcs-hPacbB_Yu8ToS-bbGqAU5tT5pYCTkUxggPpkBFdItGGnXebOl-LYKWi2etqStvGjmdXNSXhupUs7oKlbP5ra9MVq3CoPY49T3Gs4SatrPZUvpN0J6eACqlYzmImE3jVYlyictrc-oUp_SgAda7OlCDNxrXG4XzkDAc.Ha_g6homUl-Izd1HRdNiDKuvo3zy7q7tR1EIKcU16Yo&dib_tag=se&keywords=staedtler%2Bpolymer%2Beraser&qid=1767641078&sprefix=steadler%2Bpol%2Caps%2C191&sr=8-6&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-127220-Kneaded-Eraser-Case/dp/B01EFPZHOO/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1VII653FZAXBR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Hs_2y7nuWa1_-dnQRauSYbtSoVudbZ9Jkh-3ekurxj07tezoWhqXD-1Af2sdhXj9UCvsYuD4ScvvH2mrWt_iYxoeGNINHoH5m-dT60D8_W5Z6UCGF1CkCPUkau7yQR0Bc6-Y1ljubvp_3f6ztRWlg2pq2ibD9r5mDvl37CiYMckjhBafezXLKB_NkWRdqDiZRfbGd56pussUDsAQUqrgW9QqkZb5AdZ5yJB14PAYt7bG22S8HEmRG7mZ3FZY5968X6adTI-rRntPmSSKuJhXtEKERF_bQTL4qKrV69M5rrI.-i35HBy9r2atyqw1Z9bxjnPuGrjekoSkoWFTCaN9eqM&dib_tag=se&keywords=kneaded+eraser&qid=1767641172&sprefix=kneaded+eraser%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Blending-Tortillions-Blenders-Sandpaper-Sharpener/dp/B0851M3749/ref=sr_1_5?crid=3DQ8TAFD6CBVG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.urSK8EsCpKBxCPCiQ0x8lNHgSrRzQShxDVPWTwYWAqoTCVMPF9OIJ3UoeqTUEcwhMykRTv2p2BGdjNuv2bNyaZlV1IgNwdyEBL6yN6yH-LPra1fZMxWWKfVJ50oj1b1zWN9stRPSvnWVOD_JbcPIdbqDTF0FA1Bc8gWFbdcGqzWhCLyDRxp_3ykqj2pJgeI9Jej7v7RPYPaijWLj1_6AO1i1EDRBSukme5nOtkspbszr5b4LBsvvaltAqVAhX1_UegIjFdhJwHXMhI1Ta29nq-JYFCE8D0Q4z4huTT91bac.jVGYBxfxoas-1HPrqcmoa7YdSAIGFNrTeaPGtIrVvKA&dib_tag=se&keywords=blending%2Bstumps&qid=1767641246&sprefix=blending%2Bstu%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-5&th=1

class will also visit the galleries as a group to draw from selected works in the
DAM collections and study how artists use line, value, and form.

No prior drawing experience is required. The class is open to beginners and those
looking to strengthen their foundational drawing skills in a relaxed, encouraging
environment.

Timeline:

Week 1 - Materials & Seeing in Shapes

Introduction to drawing pencils and supplies, and how to use them effectively.
Learn how to observe and break a single object from a reference photo into
simple shapes first, then gradually add details.

Week 2 — Multiple Objects & Composition

Practice breaking down two to three objects into simple shapes and drawing
them from a reference photo. Focus on basic composition and how objects relate
to each other in space.

Week 3 — Value, Shading & Blending
Learn how to shade and blend using graphite pencils and blending tools. Explore
value ranges, light and shadow, and how value creates form and depth.

Week 4 - Still Life from Observation
Learn how to set up a strong still life with good composition and draw from real
objects. Apply shape, value, and observational techniques learned so far.

Week 5 — Independent Drawing (Start)
Begin an independent drawing based on a still life or chosen subject. Students
will work at their own pace with one-on-one guidance from the instructor.

Week 6 - Independent Drawing (Finish)

Continue and complete the independent drawing. Focus on refining details,
values, and composition, with individual feedback and support from the
instructor.

Educator:

Behnaz Ahmadian is a self-taught artist, art instructor, and interior designer
based in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. She works in acrylic, mixed media, and
collage, and is known for her love of color, pattern, and layered surfaces.
Alongside her colorful work, drawing plays an essential role in her practice. She
creates graphite drawings and pet portraits, finding the simplicity and focus of
drawing both grounding and rewarding. Behnaz teaches a variety of art classes
and draws inspiration from nature and everyday observation.
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WORKSHOP SPACE POLICIES

About:

The Ruby Red Workshop is a dedicated space for Creative Classes and adult
programs located on the first floor of the DAM's Martin Building. Students can
expect a traditional style art workshop with tables and four-legged chairs with
backrests. There are a variety of other seating options available. Sinks, soaps,
paper towels, and waste receptacles are accessible in the workshop. Restrooms
are located in the elevator bay just outside the workshop entrance. Food and
beverages are allowed inside the workshop space, please ensure that you do not
enter any galleries with these items.

Each class is different and does not follow a strict or set structure, but will
generally include instructor presentations and demonstrations, class gallery visits
to view artworks in the DAM collections, individual work time supported by class
instructor and assistant, and discussion or share-out time of finished works and
works-in-progress.

Cleanup:
Please remove all artworks from the classroom at the end of each class. If wet

paintings or in-progress artworks need to be stored in the classroom, there is
limited storage on drying racks and in the equipment closet. Students must take
home their own materials after each class. Please ensure that art supplies and
equipment belonging to the DAM are put back in the appropriate locations.
Sponges, paper towels, and cleaning solution are provided in the classroom for
cleanup.

Classroom Access:

Students will have access to the classroom only during scheduled class hours.
Please contact Mia DeBakker, Creative & Public Engagement Coordinator, if you
need to arrange entrance to the Workshop outside of those hours -
mdebakker@denverartmuseum.org.
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QUESTIONS

Questions about class content, curriculum, materials, etc. can be directed to Mia
DeBakker at mdebakker@denverartmuseum.org or Sarah Rockett at
srockett@denverartmuseum.org.

For any questions concerning your registration, please reach out to our Sales &
Service Team at info@denverartmuseum.org or (720) 913-0130.

Thank you for being part of Creative Classes at the DAM!
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