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From Chaos to Order: Greek Geometric Art from the 

Sol Rabin Collection arrives at the Denver Art 
Museum April 2023  

 

57-artwork exhibition highlights 3000-year-old Greek history and historic 
period’s influence on Greek alphabet and major works of literature and 

cultural sites for the first time in U.S. tour  
 

DENVER - October 21, 2022 – 
The Denver Art Museum (DAM) 
will present From Chaos to Order: 
Greek Geometric Art from the Sol 
Rabin Collection, a traveling 
exhibition from the Museum of 
Fine Arts St. Petersburg, Fla., in 
April 2023. This exhibition, 
explores an expressive period of 
Greek art from 900 to 700 BCE 
that is characterized by balance, 
symmetry, and rhythm, all aimed 
at refining the concept of beauty 
down to its elemental core.   
 
Opening April 16, 2023, in the 
DAM’s Martin & McCormick 
Gallery, the exhibition will run 
through July 30, 2023. Included in 
general admission, this exhibition 
will explore the various artistic 
elements and motifs that defined 
the “Geometric” period of Greek 
art and allowed the artists to make 

https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/exhibitions/from-chaos-to-order
https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/exhibitions/from-chaos-to-order
https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/exhibitions/from-chaos-to-order


   
 

   
 

their meaning and musings echo throughout time, while still utilizing only the essential elements 
of distilled and simple design.   
  
The presentation will feature 57 works, many of which are on view to the public for the first 
time, spanning pottery, jewelry, sculpture, decorative objects, etc.  
 
“This unique collection gives us a 
glimpse into the important 
cultural values of the time,” said 
Christoph Heinrich, Frederick 
and Jan Mayer Director of the 
DAM. “Class structure, music, 
poetry, religion, and ideals of 
beauty are all explored and 
preserved so that we can 
continue learning about this 
pivotal culture that did so much 
to shape our society today.”  
 
The era of Greek Geometric art is 
named after the geometric 
patterns that were found on 
decorative vessels from the 200-
year span that encompasses this 
period, approximately from 900 
to 700 BCE. In addition to 
various examples of these vessels, the exploration of the other works and motifs of the period 
is truly what provides a unique insight into the culture, its impact and lasting influence. 
 

Senior Curator of Early Western 
Art Michael Bennett, Ph.D., at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., is the organizing 
curator for From Chaos to Order. 
Sol Rabin, Ph.D., has been 
collecting in this area for over 30 
years and most of the works in his 
collection have never been on 
public display. The Rabin 
collection opens new windows 
into this formative period of 
Greek art history, revealing what 
beauty (Greek: kallos) meant to 
Greeks of the Geometric period.  
A fully illustrated catalogue, 
written by Dr. Bennett, 
accompanies the exhibition.  

 



   
 

   
 

“From Chaos to Order: Greek Geometric Art from the Sol Rabin Collection is the first exhibition 
to examine the origins of Greek art as an aesthetic experience at a time of cultural renaissance. 
The Geometric period witnessed the invention of the Greek alphabet, the establishment of the 
Olympic Games and the Delphi sanctuary, as well as the final forms of the Iliad and the Odyssey. 
The show and catalogue demonstrate that the art of the period contributed profoundly to this 
cultural transformation,” said Michael Bennett, Senior Curator of Early Western Art at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. 
 
“The artworks in this collection display pure 
and ideal forms, thus conveying a sense of 
timelessness. Some of them are small in size 
and yet powerful in impact and influence,” 
added Angelica Daneo, local curator for this 
exhibition and Chief Curator for the DAM. 
“The artists of this period were able to evoke 
a world of visual discipline, where nothing is 
superfluous, but rather distilled to its 
elemental core. We hope our visitors will 
enjoy the opportunities these objects offer for 
contemplation and close looking.”   
 
The dominant forms of storytelling at the time 
were epic poems, such as the Iliad and the 
Odyssey by Homer, and music, which 
frequently went hand-in-hand, demonstrating 
their own patterns in the exploration of life. 
Many of the pieces featured in this exhibition 
explore themes related to, among others, 
class systems and how they were conveyed, 
religious rituals and personal ornaments.  The 
immersive experience we are providing in our 
galleries is meant to evoke a time when oral 
tradition and poetry were an integral part of 
society and art was believed to be a powerful 
vehicle connecting the divine world to the 
human existence. 
 
From Chaos to Order: Geometric Art from the Sol Rabin Collection is organized by the Museum 
of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg, Fla. It is presented in Denver with generous support from the 
donors to the Annual Fund Leadership Campaign, and the residents who support the Scientific 
and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD). Promotional support is provided by 5280 Magazine and 
CBS4. 
 
ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA  
The MFA at 255 Beach Drive NE is the largest encyclopedic art museum in Florida. The collection 
includes works of art from ancient times to the present day and from around the world, including 
ancient Greek and Roman, Egyptian, Asian, African, pre-Columbian, Native American, 
European, American, and contemporary art. The photography collection is one of the largest 
and finest in the Southeast. For more information, please visit www.mfastpete.org and follow 
@mfastpete on social media.  

https://scfd.org/
https://scfd.org/


   
 

   
 

 
Planning Your Visit   
The most up-to-date information on planning a visit to the Denver Art Museum can be found 
online under the Plan Your Visit tab. Use this page to find details on ticket pricing, public transit    

options and access information. General 
admission for museum members is free 
every day. Youth aged 18 and under, 
regardless of residency, receive free 
general admission everyday thanks to the 
museum’s Free for Kids program. Free for 
Kids also underwrites free admission for 
school and youth group visits.   
  
COVID-19 Protocols  
The safety of visitors and staff remains a 
top priority, and the museum is 
continually updating its COVID-19 safety 
and security protocols based on advice 
from the CDC and federal and local 
guidelines. Current protocols can be 
found in the "Visit" section of the 
museum’s website.  
 
About the Denver Art Museum  
The Denver Art Museum is an 
educational, nonprofit resource that 
sparks creative thinking and expression 
through transformative experiences with 
art. Its mission is to enrich lives by 
sparking creative thinking and 

expression. Its holdings reflect the city and region—and provide invaluable ways for the 
community to learn about cultures from around the world. Metro residents support the Scientific 
and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD), a unique funding source serving hundreds of metro 
Denver arts, culture and scientific organizations. For museum information, 
visit www.denverartmuseum.org or call 720-865-5000.  
 
Media Resources  

• Online Newsroom: www.denverartmuseum.org/press  
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/denverartmuseum  
• Twitter: www.twitter.com/denverartmuseum  
• Instagram: www.instagram.com/denverartmuseum  
 

Media Contact  
Andy Sinclair, Media Relations Manager  
Denver Art Museum  
720-913-0096  
asinclair@denverartmuseum.org  
pressoffice@denverartmuseum.org  
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Image 1: Greek (Olympia), Dancing Bull, 800–700 BCE. Bronze. The Sol Rabin Collection.   
 
Image 2: Greek, Zoster (Warrior’s Belt), 800–700 BCE. Bronze. The Sol Rabin Collection. 
 
Image 3: Greek (Samos), Wheeled Cart, 800–700 BCE. Bronze. The Sol Rabin Collection. 
  
Image 4: Greek (Thessaly), Horse on Two Openwork Spheres, 800–700 BCE. Bronze. The Sol 
Rabin Collection.  
 
Image 5: Greek (Attica), Amphora (Wine Vessel), about 720–720 BCE. Ceramic. The Sol 
Rabin Collection. Photo courtesy of the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. 
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